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<Ibis  is  to  Certify  tbat 


united  with  the  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church  oj  Charlotte, 

North  Carolina  on 

The  responsibilities  oj  wholehearted  support  oj  all  that 
the  church  undertakes  are  hereby  assumed  and  the  total 
ministry  and  strength  oj  the  church  are  at  the  same  time 
extended  for  the  spiritual  growth  and  welfare  oj  the 
above. 
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HIS  BOOKLET  is  dedicated  to 
those  who  had  the  courage,  faith,  and  vision  to 
enter  into  new  Kingdom  obligations  during  an 
era  of  world  confusion  to  the  end  that  a  new  and 
greater  church  for  Christ  might  be  established  in 
this  community. 


The  Deacons 

of  the 

Myers  Park  Baptist  Church 


Dr.  William  Marvin  Scruggs 


Chairman  of  Temporary  Organizing  Committee 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 

First   Moderator  of  the   Church 

First   Chairman   of   the    Board    of    Deacons 


IN  ANY  ENTERPRISE  such  as  the  creation  of 
a  new  church  there  must  be  some  dominant  personalities  whose  very 
names  will  command  the  respect  of  all  who  hear  of  the  movement. 
In  Dr.  William  Marvin  Scruggs  this  church  had  such  .1  leader. 
From  the  initial  days  to  this  first  Anniversary  his  influence  and 
work  have  been  monumental,  and  his  name  will  always  be  associated 
with  the  progress  which  the  church  has  made.  "A  great  man.  living 
for  high  ends,  is  the  divinest  thing  that  can  be  seen  on  earth." 
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George  D.  Heaton,  D.D. 

Coming  to  the  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church  from  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  our  first  minister  has  provided  the 
leadership  which  this  new  kind  of  church  required.  A  preacher  of 
national  reputation,  a  man  of  intense  vision,  and  a  pastor  whose 
love  for  his  people  has  already  made  him  beloved  by  all,  Dr.  Heaton 
has  so  integrated  the  leadership  and  talent  of  the  church  that  all 
our  strength  is  united  in  the  common  task  before  us. 
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HY  WAS  IT  that  the  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church 
was  organized?  Certainly  not  with  the  intent  of  providing  a  more 
convenient  place  of  worship;  nor  to  the  end  that  we  might  build 
a  church  at  the  expense  of  other  congregations;  neither  was  it  that 
we  might  point  with  denominational  pride  to  what  we  had  done. 
The  answer  to  the  question  is  to  be  found  in  a  Divine  revelation 
which  came  to  responsive  hearts  that  some  rhould  go  out  and 
create  in  the  name  of  Christ  a  Baptist  Church  that  would  meet 
the  needs  of  a  community  as  they  had  never  been  met  betore.  Sc 
we  make  bold  to  say  that  the  organization  of  this  church  took 
place  because  certain  people  became  possessed  of  a  dream. 


In  the  fulfillment  of  this  dream  there  was  the  necessity  for  the 
re-examination  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  church;  and  the  will- 
ingness to  scrape  from  her  hull  whatever  barnacles  of  the  past  that 
might  impede  her  progress;  and  a  devotion  to  all  Christian  tradi- 
tions which  are  essential  for  the  church  which  is  to  be  established 
upon  the  foundation  which  is  laid  in  Christ  Jesus.  To  this  end 
these  people  concluded  that  we  could  no  longer  regard  the  church 
as  an  institution  doing  work  on  Sunday  alone;  nor  could  we  regard 
it  as  an  accessory  to  modern  living;  and  neither  could  we  measure 
its  strength  in  the  bulkiness  of  its  growth  and  size. 

In  a  very  positive  way  the  charter  members  of  this  church  have 
interpreted  their  dream  as  meaning  first  of  all  a  cleaning  out  of  the 


wells  of  personal  religious  living,  so  that  each  member  will  come 
through  daily  devotional  practices  to  a  greater  awareness  of  God. 
We  must  all  have  a  greater  love  for  Christ  if  we  are  to  build  here 
for  Him  a  greater  church.  A  further  interpretation  of  this  dream 
led  us  to  :ee  that  there  must  be  a  union  between  the  church  and 
family  as  we  had  not  known  hitherto;  and  to  achieve  this  we  have 
set  ourselves  to  the  creation  of  family  worship  in  every  household 
of  the  church. 

In  a  particular  way  this  people  possessed  of  a  dream  felt  that  a 
new  ministry  to  children  and  youth  must  be  inaugurated.  We  must 
find  the  means  of  increasing  the  religious  influences  for  our  children; 
and  spend  much  more  time  in  their  Christian  instruction.  So  through 
the  media  of  week-day  religious  instruction  and  an  extensive  chora! 
work  we  are  committed  to  the  bringing  of  our  children  into  the 
most  vital  relationship  with  our  Lord.   Jesus  Christ. 

Above  all  else  this  dream  was  a  call  to  a  people  to  make  more 
available  to  humanity  the  Redemptive  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
one  purpose  in  a  final  statement  is  to  so  exalt  the  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  that  all  who  come  under  our  influence  will  feel  drawn  to 
make  the  decision  that  means  vital  Christian  discipleship.  We 
recognize  that  there  are  dangers  in  such  an  undertaking:  but  we 
are  determined  to  resist  every  factor  that  would  deter  us;  and  in 
the  spirit  of  Christian  courage  attempt  greater  things  for  our  God 
than  we  had  hitherto  undertaken. 


"He    whom    a    dream    hath    possessed    treads    the    impalpable 

marches. 
From  the  dust  of  the  day's  long  road  he  leaps  to  a  laughing 

star, 
And  the  ruin  of  worlds  that  fall  he  views  from  eternal  arches, 
And  rides  God's  battlefield  in  a  flashing  and  golden  car.''' 


NOVEMBER   1,   1942---JANUARY   16,   1944 


Prepared  and  written  by 

Miss    Ursula    Blankenship 

Church  Historian 


THE    STORY    OF    OUR    CHURCH 

/rie  t/lue^  iycwm  l/ja/t /tit  {oAuwcri 

A 

/  \  CHURCH  begins  in  the  heart  of  God.  But  that 
church  must  take  form  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  dedicated 
to  following  His  will.  Such  is  the  beginning  of  the  Myers  Park 
Baptist  Church  in  the  lovely  residential  area  of  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina. 

The  Myers  Park  section  had  been  developing  for  several  years. 
The  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  established  strong  churches  and 
built  beautiful  edifices.  Baptists  in  this  section  maintained  their 
loyalty  to  their  mother  churches  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  They 
held  membership  in  three  churches  in  particular:  Pritchard  Me- 
morial Church  in  Dilworth,  First  Baptist  Church  in  the  heart  of 
the  business  district,  and  St.  John's  Baptist  Church  in  the  Elizabeth 
section.  Each  of  these  churches  in  recent  years  had  carried  on  ex- 
tensive building  programs.  The  members  living  in  the  Myers  Park 
section  aided  their  mother  churches  in  these  enlargements.  Through 
their  support  and  leadership  the  churches  were  able  to  pay  off  all 
building  indebtedness.  By  mutual  interest  in  wanting  a  strong 
Baptist  church  in  Myers  Park,  the  members  living  in  this  part  of 
Charlotte  discussed  such  a  possibility.  The  entire  group  was  en- 
thusiastic and  of  one  mind   and  accord. 

The  dream  of  the  Myers  Park  Church  becoming  an  actuality 
was  brought  closer  to  reality  on  Sunday  afternoon,  November  1, 
1942,  when  ten  Baptist  laymen  met  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  discuss 
the  need  of  a  church  in  the  Myers  Park  section  of  Charlotte.  This 
group  was  composed  of  Guy  Carswell,  Dr.  William  Marvin  Scruggs, 
H.  B.  Benoit,  J.  R.  Bryant,  Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Lex  Marsh,  R.  S. 
Dickson,  W.  C.  Dowd,  Fred  Helms,  John  R.  Knott.  Mr.  M.  A. 
Huggins,  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  was  present  at 
the  above  meeting  by  invitation  to  answer  questions  relative  to 
the  necessary  steps  involved  in  the  organization  of  a  church  if  such 
a  project  were  undertaken.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this 
group  of  interested  laymen  that  not  only  was  there  a  great  field  for 
the  proposed  church,  but  that  the  need  was  most  acute. 
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THE  UNION  NATIONAL  BANK 


Wachovia  Bank  andTriist  Company 


Photostatic  Copy  of  First  Checks  Received 
The  men  who  first  gathered  in  meeting  to  plan  the  organization 
of  the  church  presented  checks  of  $10.00  each  to  create  the  first 
fund  for  the  treasury  of  the  church. 
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A  resolution  was  drawn  up  stating  the  intentions  of  the  group 
to  form  a  new  church.  The  following  resolution  so  drafted  was 
presented  to  the  Boards  of  Deacons  of  each  of  the  three  mother 
churches,  and  after  their  approval  it  was  presented  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Mecklenburg  Association  which  heartily  gave  its 
approval. 

WHEREAS,  there  is  no  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  that  portion  of 
Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  County  known  as  the  Myers  Park-Provi- 
dence Road-Eastover-Selwyn  Avenue-Park  Road  and  Sharon  sect'on,  in 
which  a  large  number  of  Baptists  reside  and  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
is  badly  needed ;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  cause  of  the  Baptist  Denomination  and  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  would  be  best  served  and  immeasur- 
ably strengthened  and  advanced  by  the  establishment  of  a  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  in  this  area ;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  opinion  and  conclusion  have  been  reached  as  the  result 
of  deliberate  consideration  by  and  the  earnest  prayers  of  a  great  many 
interested  persons: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  That  We,  the  undersigned 
interested  persons,  desiring  that  this  church  may  be  organized  out  of  the 
love  of  God  and  with  the  support  and  blessing  of  the  other  Baptist 
churches  of  Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  County,  request  that  ap- 
propriate resolutions,  giving  this  movement  their  approval,  be  adopted 
by  the  Boards  of  Deacons  of  other  Baptist  churches  in  Charlotte  and 
Mecklenburg  County  and  particularly  by  the  Boards  of  Deacons  of  the 
Baptist  churches  nearest  the  area  or  section  of  the  City  and  County 
herein  referred  to. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs  was  elected  permanent  chairman,  Mr.  Frank 
Dowd,  Jr.,  vice-chairman,  and  Mr.  John  R.  Knott,  secretary.  Dr. 
Hunter  Blakely,  President  of  Queens  College,  very  graciously  agreed 
to  allow  the  new  church,  when  organized,  to  use  the  facilities  of 
the  College  for  congregational  meetings  until  such  time  as  a  per- 
manent place  of  worship  could  be  secured.  A  survey  committee 
consisting  of  Mr.  James  R.  Bryant  and  Mr.  John  R.  Knott  was 
chosen,  and  at  a  later  meeting  of  this  committee  it  was  decided 
to  conduct  a  community  wide  survey  on  December  13,   1942. 

Sunday,  December  6,  1942,  an  open  meeting  was  held  in  the 
auditorium  of  Queens  College.  To  this  meeting  all  Baptists  inter- 
ested in  the  organization  of  the  new  church  were  invited.  The 
large  audience  gave  its  unanimous  endorsement  to  the  movement. 
Dr.  I.  G.  Greer,  newly  elected  President  of  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
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vention  and  Superintendent  of  Mills  Home.  Thomasville.  was  the 
speaker  of  the  afternoon.  He  brought  a  most  inspiring  message, 
challenging  all  present  to  give  their  best  efforts  to  build  what  h^ 
foresaw  as  one  of  the  strongest  and  greatest  churches  of  the  South. 
On  Sunday,  December  20,  1942,  a  temporary  organization  meeting 
was  held  at  Queens  College  Chapel.  At  this  meeting  a  permanent 
organizing  committee  consisting  of  the  following  men  was  elected: 
J.  H.  Bridges,  Chairman,  J.  E.  Burnside.  Vice-Chairman,  and 
John  R.  Knott.  Secretary.  Mr.  Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Mr.  Fred  B. 
Helms,  and  Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs  were  chosen  as  temporary  trustees. 
Other  members  of  the  committee  were:  Mrs.  W.  F.  Medearis.  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Short,  Guy  T.  Carswell,  and  James  R.  Bryant.  At  this  meet- 
ing Dr.  Zeno  Wall.  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Shelb}r, 
N.  C,  brought  a  very  helpful  message  and  one  of  encouragement 
in  the  new  venture.  Following  Dr.  Walks  address  it  was  announced 
that  the  Scroll,  which  would  become  the  Charter  Roll,  was  ready  for 
signatures.  At  this  time  154  names  were  signed,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  roll  should  be  kept  open  for  a  year  for  such  charter  mem- 
berships, and  that  men  in  the  service  should  have  the  privilege  of 
becoming  charter  members  of  the  church  for  six  months  after  their 
return  to  their  homes. 

The  formal  organization  of  the  church  was  effected  January  17, 
1943  in  the  main  auditorium  of  Queens  College.  At  this  time  the 
following  resolution  regarding  the  covenant  and  confession  of  faith 
of  the  new  church  was  adopted: 

WHEREAS,  it  appears  to  us  that  there  is  a  real  need  for  a  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  in  that  portion  of  Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  County 
known  as  the  Myers  Park,  Providence  Road,  Eastover,  Park  Road  and 
Sharon  Road  sections,  in  which  a  large  number  of  Baptists  reside,  and 
in  which  there  is  no  Missionary   Baptist  Church,  and 

WHEREAS,  after  much  prayer  and  seeking  of  divine  guidance,  we  have 
consulted  with  our  neighboring  brethren  and  churches,  and  with  the 
Moderator  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mecklenburg  Baptist 
Association,  and  they  have  given  their  unanimous  approval  and  un- 
reserved blessings  to  the  establishment  of  a  Missionary  Baptirt  Church 
in  this  locality,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  pastors,  the  board  of  deacons,  and  the  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Churches  in  the  City  of  Charlotte  have  been  invited 
and  requested  to  meet  with,  and  many  of  them  have  met  and  are  with  us 
at  this  time,  and  place  and  on  this  occasion,  to  join  with  and  assist 
us  in  organizing  a  Missionary   Baptist  Church  in  this  section: 
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NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  guided,  as  we  believe,  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  relying  upon  the  blessings  of  God,  we  do,  here  and 
now,  by  this  act,  constitute  ourselves  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of,  in 
the  name  of,  and  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
to  perform  His  service,  and  to  be  governed  by  His  will  as  revealed  in  the 
New  Testament  and  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  this  end  we  do  hereby 
adopt  and  agree  to  the  following  covenant,  articles  of  faith,  and  rules 
of  order: 

THE   COVENANT 

(a)  "As  we  trust  we  have  been  brought  by  divine  grace  to  embrace 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  influence  of  His  Spirit  to  give  our- 
selves up  to  Him,  so  we  do  now  solemnly  covenant  with  each  other  that, 
God  enabling  us,  we  will  walk  together  in  brotherly  love ;  that  we  will 
exercise  a  Christian  care  and  watchfulness  over  each  other,  as  the  case 
shall  require ;  that  we  will  not  forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselves  to- 
gether, nor  omit  the  great  duty  of  prayer,  both  for  ourselves  and  for 
others ;  that  we  will  participate  in  each  other's  joys,  and  endeavor  with 
tenderness  and  sympathy  to  bear  each  other's  burdens  and  sorrows;  that 
we  will  earnestly  endeavor  to  bring  up  such  as  may  be  under  our  care 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord ;  that  we  will  seek  divine 
aid  to  enable  us  to  walk  circumspectly  and  watchfully  in  the  world, 
denying  ungodliness  and  every  worldly. lust;  that  we  will  strive  together, 
in  so  far  as  God  prospers  us,  for  the  support  of  a  faithful  evangelical 
ministry  among  ourselves  and  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  unto  the  ends 
of  the  earth ;  that  we  will  endeavor  by  example  and  effort  to  win  souls 
to  Christ,  and  that  through  life,  amidst  evil  report  and  good  report,  we 
will  seek  to  live  to  the  glory  of  Him  who  has  called  us  out  of  darkness 
into  His  marvelous  light." 

(b)  The  New  Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith  as  revised,  adopted  and 
recognized  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention." 

Among  those  taking  part  in  this  organization  program  were  Dr. 
Luther  Little,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church;  Dr.  W.  H 
Williams,  Pastor  of  Pritchard  Memorial  Baptist  Church;  Dr.  C.  W. 
Durden,  Pastor  of  St.  John's  Baptist  Church;  the  Rev.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Stephenson,  Pastor  of  Durham  Memorial  Baptist  Church;  and  Dr. 
L.  R.  Pruette,  former  Pastor  of  the  Ninth  Avenue  Baptist  Church. 
These  ministers  brought  greetings  of  goodwill  from  the  Baptists 
of  Charlotte,  the  Mecklenburg  Association,  and  the  North  Caro- 
lina Baptist  Convention.  Cards  asking  for  suggestions  for  the  name 
of  the  new  church  had  been  mailed  to  all  signers  of  the  Scroll 
Seventy  per  cent  of  the  replies  were  in  favor  of  the  Myers  Park 
Baptist  Church,  so  this  name  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
congregation. 


14 


Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs  was  elected  Moderator  of  the  new  church 
and  presided  at  this  meeting.  The  following  executive  committee 
was  elected: 

Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs — Chairman  of  Committee  and  Moderator 
Geo.   H.  Ledbetter — Church  Clerk 
F.  Dwight  Stephens — Treasurer 

W.  Frank  Dowd,  Jr. — Chairman  of  Finance  Committee 
James  R.  Bryant — Chairman  Sunday  School  Committee 
J.  E.  Burnside — Chairman  Pulpit  Supply  Committee 
Fred   B.   Helms,   Chairman   Property   Committee 
Other  officers  and  committees  elected  were: 
Henry  B.  Benoit,  Assistant  Church  Clerk 
J.  Herbert  Bridges,  General  Supt.  of  Sunday  School 
John  R.  Knott,  Associate  Supt.  of  Sunday  School 

C.  D.  Spangler,  Secretary 

D.  A.  Matthews,  Treasurer 

Guy   T.    Carswell,    Supt.    Adult.   Young   People    and    Intermediate 

Departments. 
Mrs.    H.    M.    Short,    Supt.    Primary,    Beginners   and    Cradle    Roll 

Departments. 
Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Reception  and  Ushers. 
R.  T.   McManeus,   Co-chairman   of   Committee  on   Reception   and 

Ushers. 


Finance  Committee 
Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Chairman 
R.  S.  Dickson 
P.  H.  Efird 

F.  D.  Stephens 
Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs 
Music  Committee 

Mrs.  Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Chairman 
James  R.  Bryant,  Co-chairman 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird 
Mr.  C.  W.  Upchurch 
Sunday  School  Committee 
James  R.  Bryant,  Chairman 

G.  T.  Carswell 
R.  S.  Dickson 
H.  P.  Swinson 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Short 


Property  Committee 
Fred  B.  Helms,  Chairman 
Dr.  Ralph  F.  Jarrett 
Roy  L.   Smart 
E.  J.  Webb 

Pulpit   Supply   Committee 
J.  E.  Burnside,  Chairman 
Dr.  T.  W.  Baker 
Jas.  R.  Bryant 
Membership  Committee 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Bryant,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Guy  T.  Carswell 
Mrs.  John  R.  Knott 
Mrs.  W.   F.  Medearis 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Short 
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By  February  28,  1943  the  church  organization  was  as  follows: 
Church  Clerk,  George  H.  Ledbetter;  Treasurer,  F.  D.  Stephens; 
Church  Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Northington.  The  Sunday  School 
organization   remained   the   came.     The   following  committees: 

Executive  Committee  Finance  Committee 

Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs,  Chairman       W.  Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Chairman 

John  R.  Knott,  Vice-Chairman     R.   S.   Dickson 

James  R.   Bryant  P.  H.  Efird 

J.   E.   Burnside  Lex  Marsh,  Jr. 

Frank  Dowd,  Jr.  Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs 

Fred  B.  Helms  F.  D.  Stephens 

Geo.   H.   Ledbetter 

F.  D.  Stephens  Woman's    Missionary    Society 

Lex   Marsh,   Jr.  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Carswell,  President 

J.  Herbert  Bridges  Mrs.  Roy  Smart,  1st  V.-Pres'dem 

H.  B.  Benoit  Mrs.  E.  Rowell  Holt,  2nd  V.-Pres. 

Dr.  Ralph  F.  Jarrett  Mrs.  Vance  Howard,  3rd  V.-Pres 

Guy  T.  Carswell  Mrs.  R.  T.  McManeus,  Secretary 

R.  S.  Dickson  Mrs.  D.  A.  Matthews,  Asst.  Sec. 

C.  W.  Upchurch  Mrs.  H.  V.  Lang,  Treasurer 

On  February  7,  1943  the  Sunday  School  began  to  function  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Bridges  as  Superintendent,  and  the 
opening  attendance  was  257.  Classrooms  for  adults  in  the  Sunday 
School  were  secured  in  the  Science  Building  of  Queens  College,  and 
those  for  the  younger  pupils  were  prepared  in  the  building  on  the 
Efird  Lot  across  the  street  from  the  college,  which  was  to  come  to 
be  known  as  the  Fellowship  House.  Regular  services  of  worship 
followed  the  inauguration  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
new  church  can  be  no  better  indicated  than  to  quote  from  the  cover 
of  the  church  calendar  of  this  date: 

"A  Prayer  for  the  Church:  0  God,  we  pray  for  Thy  church,  which  is 
set  today  amid  the  perplexities  of  a  changing  order,  and  face  to  face 
with  a  great  new  task.  We  remember  with  love  the  nurture  she  gave 
to  our  spiritual  life  in  its  infancy,  the  tasks  she  set  for  our  growing 
strength,  the  influence  of  the  devoted  hearts  she  gathers,  the  steadfast 
power  for  good  she  has  exerted.  When  we  compare  her  with  other  hu- 
man institutions,  we  rejoice,  for  there  is  none  like  her.  Oh,  baptize  her 
afresh  in  the  life-giving  Spirit  of  Jesus !  Make  her  valiant  to  give  up 
her  life  for  humanity  that  she  may  mount  by  the  path  of  the  Cross  to 
a  higher  glory;   through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen." 
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Dr.  Ellis  A.  Fuller,  President  of  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Louisville,  Ky.  preached  the  sermon  and  conducted 
Vesper  service  on  this  Sunday.  The  first  budget  of  the  church  was 
adopted  in  the  sum  of  $40,000  and  was  immediately  oversubscribed 
with  pledges  coming  from  every  member  of  the  church. 

The  Pulpit  Supply  Committee  with  Mr.  J.  E.  Burnside  as  chair- 
man procured  the  services  of  outstanding  ministers  of  the  denomina- 
tion for  the  six  months  which  followed.  The  congregation  was 
favored  with  the  ministry  of  the  following:  Dr.  C.  Sylvester  Green, 
President  of  Coker  College;  Dr.  Hunter  Blakely,  President  of 
Queens  College;  Dr.  O.  T.  Binkley,  Wake  Forest  College;  Dr. 
Carter  Helm  Jones,  retired  minister  of  Lynchburg,  Va.;  Dr.  Louis 
Gaines,  First  Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  N.  C;  Dr.  Ralph  Herring. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C;  Dr.  I.  G.  Greer,  Mills 
Home,  Thomasville,  N.  C;  Dr.  Sankey  Lee  Blanton,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Wilmington,  N.  C;  Dr.  Adiel  Jarrett  Moncrief,  Walmer 
Road  Baptist  Church,  Toronto,  Canada;  Dr.  Claude  U.  Broach, 
Asso.  Sec,  Baptist  Student  Union,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  James  M. 
Shelbourne,  Danville,  Va.;  Dr.  R.  C.  Granberry,  President  Lime- 
stone College,  Gaffney,  S.  C;  Dr.  W.  M.  Vines,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Greenville,  S.  C;  Dr.  S.  L.  Stealey,  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Ky. ;  Dr.  George  D.  Heaton,  First  Baptist  Church,  Lynchburg,  Va.; 
Dr.  W.  Hershel  Ford,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Dr.  L.  Spurgeon  Clark, 
Mt.  Holly,  N.  C;  Chaplain  U.  S.  Atwell,  Morris  Field. 

At  the  Easter  service  on  April  25,  1943,  every  heart  was  uplifted 
by  the  ministry  of  beauty  as  expressed  through  the  decoration  of 
the  auditorium  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird.  At  this  service  the  Ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  first  observed  by  the  new  church.  Dr. 
C.  Sylvester  Green  gave  the  communion  message. 

None  of  the  activities  of  a  regularly  functioning  church  were 
omitted  during  these  months.  Although  no  pastor  as  yet  had  been 
secured,  there  were  new  members  being  added  to  the  church  week 
after  week,  and  all  these  joined  the  congregation  in  making  pledges 
to  the  support  of  the  work.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  with  Mrs.  G.  T.  Carswell  as  President,  and  the  other 
officers  listed  on  page  16.  By  the  zeal  of  the  women  five  circles 
were  organized  for  the  women,  and  auxiliaries  for  the  children. 
Before  the  end  of  the  first  year  this  society  of  women  had  already 
broken  ground   for  new  expressions   and   activities  in  the  field  of 
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Missions,  and  was  planning  for  its  first  church  wide  school  of  mis- 
sions to  be  held  in  April  of  1944.  A  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  held  for  two  weeks,  June  7th  through  June  18th,  with  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Short  as  principal.  The  women  of  the  church  served  as 
faculty  members  and  the  school  was  successfully  terminated  with 
appropriate  commencement  exercises  on  June  18th.  The  enrollment 
of  the  school  was  60.  In  addition  to  all  this  work  going  on  within 
the  church  the  women  were  meeting  their  appointments  to  sew  one 
day  each  month  at  Memorial  Hospital  and  one  day  a  month  at  the 
Red  Cross.  There  were  social  activities  for  the  whole  church  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  when  the  church  family  gathered  on  the 
Efird  lot  for  picnics  which  bound  the  church  more  closely  together. 
On  Sunday,  February  28,  1943,  the  following  members  were 
unanimously  elected  by  the  congregation  as  a  Pulpit  Committee  to 
investigate,  select  and  recommend  a  pastor  to  the  church: 
Fred  B.  Helms,  Chairman  Mrs.  E.  Rowell  Holt 

J.  E.  Burnside,  V. -Chairman         Mrs.  Roy  Smart 
John  R.  Knott,  Secretary  R.  T.  McManeus 

J.  H.  Bridges  Dr.  Ralph  F.  Jarrett 

Jas.  R.  Bryant  Mrs.  W.  F.  Dowd,  Jr. 

R.  S.  Dickson  John  L.  Stickley 

G.  T.  Carswell  C.  W.  Upchurch 

W.  S.  Hough  Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird 

Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs  J.  R.  Overton 

H.  P.  Swinson  L.  A.  Bell 

Dr.  T.  W.  Baker  T.  J.  Norman,  Jr. 

J.  W.  Wood  S.  Casper  Chandler 

Miss  Ursula  Blankenship 
This  committee  held  its  first  meeting  on  March  3,  1943,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  prayer  and  unity  of  purpose,  to  seek  and  to  find, 
under  Divine  guidance,  a  pastor  who  would  combine  the  attributes 
of  deep  spirituality,  keen  intelligence,  thorough  education,  training 
and  experience,  ambition  to  do  greater  things  for  God  and  for  his 
fellow  man,  a  willingness  and  a  desire  to  develop  and  use  new  and 
pioneering  methods  in  the  application  of  the  unchanging  and  eternal 
gospel  of  the  Christ  to  the  needs  of  a  rapidly  changing  world,  with 
the  capacity  and  age  to  grow  and  develop  with  the  church  in  an 
ever-expanding  and  progressive  program  for  the  more  effective  work 
of  the  church,  and  with  well-balanced,  liberal  religious  views.  The 
committee,  and  a  sub-committee  of  five  of  its  members,  carried  on 
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extensive  correspondence,  and  held  almost  innumerable  conferences 
with  ministers,  lay  and  religious  educational  leaders  throughout  the 
greater  portion  of  the  United  States.  Its  members  visited  many 
churches  and  thoroughly  investigated  a  large  number  of  the  out- 
standing ministers  in  several  states.  The  committee,  through  its 
unity  of  thought  and  purpose,  was  led  inescapably  and  unerringly 
to  one  unanimous,  enthusiastic  choice.  Only  one  vote  was  taken  by 
the  committee.  The  result  of  the  work  of  the  committee  and  its 
one  vote  is  best  expressed  by  the  following  excerpt  from  its  report, 
which  was  adopted  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  by  the  con- 
gregation, in  an  atmosphere  of  prayer  and  deep  spiritual  conscious- 
ness, at  the  congregational  meeting  on  Sunday  morning,  August  1, 
1943: 

"Your  Pulpit  Committee,  after  exhaustive,  thorough  and  prayerful  in- 
vestigation over  a  period  of  several  months,  and  extending  into  several 
states,  including  a  great  many  trips,  long  distance  telephone  calls,  corre- 
spondence and  personal  conferences,  with   leading  Baptist   ministers  and 
laymen,    and    including,    we    firmly    believe,    the    unerring    guidance    of 
Divine  Providence,  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  reports  to  you: 
"That  Dr.  George  D.  Heaton,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  a  young  man   34  years  of  age,  who  has 
been  a  rich  blessing  in  His  ministry,  possesses  in  a  marvelous  de- 
gree all  of  the  qualifications  and  experience;  required  to  eminent- 
ly   qualify   him   as   the   ideal   minister   for   and   leader   of   a   great 
church — our   church — the   Lord's  church, 
and   unanimously    and  enthusiastically    recommends   to    you: 

"1.  That  Dr.  George  D.  Heaton  be  extended  our  unanimous  call 
as  minister  and  pastor  of  the  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church." 
Thus  there  began  another  glorious  new  chapter  in  the  life  of  our 
church. 

In  the  few  months  of  his  pastorate  to  date,  Dr.  Heaton  has  in 
every  respect  more  than  measured  up  to  the  opinion  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  congregation,  and  under  his  leadership  our  congrega- 
tion and  our  church  have  in  this  short  time  moved  on  in  an  even 
greater  way  than  our  people  had  dreamed  in  their  enthusiasm. 

The  organization  of  our  church,  under  war-time  handicaps,  was 
inspired,  influenced  and  brought  about  in  large  measure  by  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  need  for,  and  a  desire  for,  the  better  education, 
training  and  experience  of  our  children  and  young  people  in  the 
Christian  religion  and  leadership.  This  regard  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  young  people  in  the  church  from  the  outset  has  been 
one  of  the  predominant  motives  in  our  church.  The  executive 
Committee  thoroughly  and  exhaustively  canvassed  the  field  of  re- 
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ligious  education  in  its  desire  to  procure  the  finest  and  best  possible 
Christian    leadership    in   the   lives   and    religious   education    of   our 
young  people.     The  Executive  committee  had  one  choice,  and  took 
only  one  vote,  which  was  enthusiastic  and  unanimous,  and  is  fit- 
tingly expressed   in   the   following   report  of   the   committee   which 
was  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  adopted  by  the  congregation 
at  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  the  fifth  day  of  September,  1943: 
"Your  Executive  Committee,  having  in  mind  at  all  times  the  wishes 
and  intentions  of  our  people  for  the  procurement  of  the  finest  and  best 
possible  Christian  leadership  in  the  lives  and  religious  education  of  our 
young  people,  acting  upon  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  congregation, 
and  proceeding,  as  we  believe,  under  Divine  guidance,  has  reached  the 
conclusion  and  decision   that  the   Rev.  Mr.  Paul  E.   Crandall,  who   for 
the   past   seven   years,    as   associate    minister    of    the   great    First    Baptist 
Church  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  has  been  and  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
ministers  of  religious  education  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and 
in  the  entire  United  States,  is  admirably  qualified  in  every  way  as  min- 
ister of  religious  education  and  young  people's  work  in  our  church,  and 
your  Committee  is,  therefore,  happy  to  report,  and  unanimously  recom- 
mends to  you: 

"1.  That  Rev.  Paul  E.  Crandall,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  be  ex- 
tended our  unanimous  call  as  Minister  of  Religious  Education  and 
Young  People's  Work." 
The  results  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Crandall  during  the  first  year 
more  than  measured  up  to  the  confidence  and  expectations  of  our 
people  in  the  transformation  of  the  work  among  and  in  the  lives  of 
our  young  people. 

The  members  of  our  church,  from  the  outset,  desired  the  best 
in  church  music.  Our  people  were  of  one  mind  in  the  opinion 
that  the  value,  possibilities  and  joys  of  the  ministry  of  music  in 
church  and  religious  life  had  been  generally  underestimated  or  over- 
looked, and  that  in  our  church  we  would  strive  at  all  times  to 
integrate  the  services  of  the  Pastor,  the  Minister  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation, and  the  Minister  of  Music  in  an  effort  to  develop  to  the 
fullest  a  well-balanced,  progressive  and  expanding  program  for  our 
church  and  for  the  lives  of  our  people.  The  church,  therefore, 
sought,  as  in  its  other  ministers,  the  very  best  in  its  ministry  of 
music.  Again,  it  had  only  one  choice,  and  extended  its  unanimous 
call  to  Mrs.  Michael  E.  Berman,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  a  graduate  of 
Westminster  Choir  School  of  Music,  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  as 
Minister  of  Music.  Her  acceptance  and  her  work  during  the  first 
year  have  more  than  confirmed  the  views  of  the  church,  and  have 
overjoyed  its  members. 
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On  Sunday,  September  12,  1943,  the  church  elected  as  its  first 
Board  of  Deacons  the  following:  H.  B.  Benoit,  J.  H.  Bridges,  Guy 
T.  Carswell,  W.  Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Dr.  Ralph  F.  Jarrett,  John  R. 
Knott,  Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs,  J.  R.  Bryant,  J.  E.  Burnside,  R.  S. 
Dickson,  Fred  B.  Helms,  R.  T.  McManeus,  F.  D.  Stephens,  C.  W. 
Upchurch,  H.  V.  Lang,  G.  H.  Ledbetter,  Lex  Marsh,  Jr.,  T.  J. 
Norman,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Short,  H.  P.  Swinson,  Lloyd  C.  Withers,  Jr. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  this  group,  Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs  was  elected 
chairman,  and  all  the  Deacons  were  consecrated  to  their  task  at  a 
special  Vesper  Service  on  Sunday,  September  26,   1943. 

On  Sunday,  September  19,  1943,  Dr.  Heaton  began  his  ministry 
to  the  church,  using  as  the  theme  of  his  first  sermon:  "He  Whom 
A  Dream  Hath  Possessed.''  And  the  church  welcomed  its  first 
Pastor  with  this  pledge:  "To  you,  our  Pastor,  as  the  undershepherd 
of  our  Great  Shepherd,  we  solemnly  make  the  pledge  that  whither 
thou  goest  we  will  go;  where  thou  lodgest  we  will  lodge;  whither 
thou  leadest  we  will  follow;  thy  work  shall  be  our  work;  thy  trials 
shall  be  our  trials;  thy  sorrows  shall  be  our  sorrows;  thy  joys 
shall  be  our  joys;  and  thy  God  shall  be  our  God."  At  the  close  of 
the  service,  among  those  who  united  with  the  church,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Heaton,  and  George  D.  Heaton,  III,  were  received  joyfully  into  the 
church. 

On  Sunday,  September  26,  1943.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  E. 
Berman  were  received  into  our  church.  Mrs.  Berman  came  to  take 
up  the  work  of  Minister  of  Music  in  a  church  which  was  enthusiastic 
about  the  proposed  emphasis  which  she  had  laid  down  in  her  dis- 
cussions with  the  committee.  On  Sunday,  October  17th,  1943, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Crandall  were  received  into  the 
church,  thus  completing  the  staff  of  ministers,  for  Mr.  Crandall  had 
come  to  work  out  the  educational  program  of  the  new  church  as 
well  as  serve  as  co-minister  with  Dr.  Heaton.  The  ideal  expressed 
in  this  relationship  was  stated  in  the  calendar  of  this  date:  "The 
work  of  Mrs.  Berman,  Mr.  Crandall,  and  Dr.  Heaton  will  be  so 
integrated  that  every  expression  of  the  church  will  be  effected  by 
their  united  ministry." 
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One  of  the  most  stirring  experiences  of  this  first  year  was  on 
Sunday,  October  31,  1943  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird  made 
the  presentation  to  the  church  of  the  beautiful  lot  on  Selwyn  Avenue, 
across  from  Queens  College.  The  following  is  taken  from  the  Cal- 
endar cover  of  Sunday,  November  7,  1943:  "Sunday,  October  31, 
1943  will  be  an  unforgettable  date  in  the  history  of  our  church.  We 
acknowledge  again  with  deep  gratitude  the  gracious  gift  by  the  Efird 
Family  of  the  beautiful  site  upon  which  we  will  build  our  church." 
The  gift  had  been  presented  with  these  words:  "Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Efird,  with  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Efird's  brothers,  Paul  H. 
of  Charlotte,  Ed  L.  of  Winston-Salem,  and  Jasper  W.  of  Charlotte 
and  New  York,  make  possible  the  acquisition  of  the  J.  B.  Efird 
old  home  site  including  the  Fellowship  House  as  a  memorial  to 
their  Father  and  Mother."  The  generous  spirit  of  the  gift  was 
beautifully  expressed  in  the  dedication  statement  prepared  by  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Efird  and  read  by  Dr.  Heaton  on  the  morning  of  presentation: 

My  Garden 

/  have  called  it  my  Flanders  Field  because  each  spring  as 
the  poppies  bloom  I  think  of  the  soldiers  who  once  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  our  home  that  burned,  many  of  whom  now  rest  in 
France.  As  the  flowers  have  bloomed  through  our  buried  treas- 
ures and  brought  cheer  and  happiness  to  many  each  spring 
through  these  years,  I  have  often  wondered  what  might  be  the 
destiny  of  my  garden.  Today  the  leaves  are  falling  from  the 
trees  upon  this  garden,  and  as  I  think  of  the  boys  who  are 
falling  today  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  world,  I  wish  to  dedi- 
cate my  Flanders  Field  to  the  principles  of  freedom  for  which 
they  struggle.  This  dedication  is  made  in  the  hope  that  those 
who  return  to  us  will  find  that  we  have  erected  a  church  which 
will  be  for  them  a  place  of  beauty,  peace,  and  Christian  fel- 
lowship. 

On  Thanksgiving  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  November  25,  1943, 
a  service  of  Thanksgiving  and  Dedication  was  held  on  the  site 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  church  by  the  Efird  Family.  The 
following  Resolution  was  adopted  at  that  time. 
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WHEREAS,  out  of  love  for  their  parents,  out  of  the  treasure  of  their 
hearts,  and  out  of  the  depth  of  their  devotion  to  the  Master,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird,  Mr.  Paul  H.  Efird,  Mr.  Ed.  L.  Efird  and  Mr.  Jasper 
W.  Efird  have  presented  to  the  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church  the  beautiful 
old  Efird  homesite,  consisting  of  approximately  three  and  one-half  acres, 
at  1900  Queens  Road,  as  the  site  for  the  church  home: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED: 
That  the  members  of  the  congregation  of  the  Myers  Park  Baptist 
Church  accept  this  generous  and  magnificent  gift  in  the  spirit  of 
the  givers,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  to  Whom  it  is  given, 
and  as  an  invitation  and  an  inspiration  to  the  re-dedication  of 
ourselves  and  our  substances  to  the  promotion  and  progress  of  the 
Cause  of  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  in  and  through 
our  lives  and  our  church ;  and 

RESOLVED  FURTHER,  that  through  our  lives,  reconsecrated 
and  re-inspired  by  the  devotion  and  gift  of  these  our  brethren,  we 
both  here  and  hereafter  express  our  deep  and  abiding  gratitude  to 
these  our  friends  and  brethren ;   and 

RESOLVED  FURTHER,  that  appropriate  and  permanent  rec- 
ognition of  this  generous  gift  to  our  church  and  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Efird,  the  parents  of  the  donors, 
be  given  and  perpetually  maintained  by  the  congregation  of  the 
Myers  Park  Baptist   Church ;    and 

RESOLVED  FURTHER,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
inscribed  upon  the  permanent  records  of  our  church ;  that  a  copy 
be  sent  to  each  of  the  donors ;  and  that  a  copy  be  given  to  the 
press. 

DR.  WM.  MARVIN  SCRUGGS, 
W.   FRANK  DOWD, 
J.  HERBERT  BRIDGES, 
FRED   B.   HELMS, 

Committee. 

Mrs.  Berman  during  these  weeks  had  been  organizing  the  choirs 
of  the  church,  beginning  on  September  30th  with  a  Junior  High 
School  Girls  Choir.  Then  on  October  12th  a  Junior  Choir  was 
organized,  and  on  October   14th,  with  the  inauguration  of  Family 
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Night,  our  Junior  High  School  Girls  Choir  sang  for  the  first  time 
for  our  people.  On  October  24th  a  group  of  Young  Peopie  meet- 
ing under  the  name  of  the  Fireside  Chatters  were  organized  into 
the  third  Choir  of  the  church.  On  November  2,  a  Cherubs  choir 
was  organized  for  the  children  between  the  ages  of  4  and  7,  and 
on  the  preceding  Sunday,  October  31,  the  Junior  High  School  Girls 
Choir  sang  for  our  morning  worship;  the  first  choir  to  do  so  for  the 
church.  On  Monday,  November  8th,  the  Adult  Choir  was  launched 
with  a  ten  night  course  of  study  and  rehearsal.  The  goal  was  set  for 
45,  but  the  enrollment  reached  60  at  once,  and  on  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1943  this  choir  sang  a  Choral  Vesper  Service  to  a  church  that 
was  thrilled  by  this  achievement.  The  number  of  people  in  the 
choirs  of  the  church  were  now  160,  and  the  new  music  program 
of  the  church  was  successfully  on  its  way.  The  climax  in  the  min- 
istry of  music  came  on  Sunday,  December  19,  1943  when  all  five 
choirs  of  the  church  presented  a  choral  program  of  Christmas  music 
to  an  auditorium  crowded  with  members  of  our  church  and  friends  in 
the  community. 

Under  Mr.  Crandall's  leadership  the  work  of  Christian  education 
has  been  vastly  expanded.  From  the  initial  work  the  enrollment 
has  grown  to  389,  and  with  the  organization  of  the  Intermediate 
Department  in  October  we  had  a  fully  Departmentalized  School, 
with  twice  the  number  of  classes  with  which  we  began  our  work. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  J.  Herbert  Bridges,  Church  School 
Superintendent,  and  the  officers  and  teachers,  the  financial  support 
of  denominational  projects  has  been  successfully  undertaken.  The 
Mother's  Day  Offering  to  the  Baptist  Hospital  was  $66.00,  and  the 
offering  on  Thanksgiving  to  the  Orphanage  was  so  large  that  our 
total  gifts  to  this  work  during  the  year  were  $1613.00. 

Several  general  officers  were  added  to  the  staff  of  the  school  so 
that  we  would  have  a  definite  pattern  of  work  established  by  the 
time  that  we  enter  our  new  educational  building.  Sixty- three  women 
have  been  enrolled   in   a  Tuesday   morning   Bible   Class   which  is 
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taught  by  Mr.  Crandall.  Exploiting  the  field  of  Visual  education 
the  church  has  purchased  a  projector  and  is  building  up  a  library 
of  film  strip  and  slides  which  have  become  invaluable  aids  in  the 
teaching  work.  Part  of  the  work  in  visual  education  has  been  the 
showing  of  religious  motion  pictures  which  have  become  an  estab- 
lished feature  of  our  work. 

During  the  first  year  the  average  attendance  was  217  and  the 
total  contributions  were  $3,145.31.  With  the  beginning  of  1944 
an  extensive  program  of  teacher  training  was  undertaken  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Knott,  the  Associate  Superintendent  in 
charge  of  this  emphasis.  Dr.  J.  M.  Godard  was  the  first  teachti 
in  a  series  that  began  on  January  21,  1944,  and  his  course  of  study 
''Looking  at  Learning"  went  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  Other  courses 
to  follow  this  one  have  already  been  set  up. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  Fellowship  grew  from  one  group  known 
as  the  Fireside  Chatters  to  three  groups  consisting  of  Juniors,  Inter- 
mediates and  Young  People,  with  an  attendance  of  over  60.  Plans 
have  been  made  for  expanding  the  groups  being  reached  at  this 
hour,  so  successful  has  the  work  been. 

Beginning  February  29th  the  ministers  of  the  church  will  conduct 
classes  for  the  Juniors  and  Intermediates  of  the  church  in  an  effort 
to  acquaint  this  age  group  with  the  meaning  of  the  Christian  de- 
cision and  church  membership.  From  this  beginning  it  is  antici- 
pated that  there  will  be  other  classes  in  week  day  religious  training 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic  groups  in  the  church  is  the  large 
crowd  that  gathers  for  Family  Xight  on  each  Thursday  evening. 
This  variation  of  the  usual  prayer  service  has  drawn  more  than  150 
of  our  people  each  week,  coming  for  supper  and  then  participating 
in  a  period  of  fellowship,  prayer  and  study.  A  committee,  consisting 
of  Mrs.  H.  B.  Benoit,  Mrs.  Peter  Loftis,  Mrs.  James  R.  Bryant 
Mrs.  Bess  Durham  Scott,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Upchurch,  and  Mrs.  Paul  P. 
McGarity  has  made  possible  the  serving  of  the  meals  which  were 
so  essential  to  the  success  of  this  venture. 
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Sunday,  December  26,  1943  carried  the  following  announcement 
in  the  calendar:  "It  was  no  small  achievement  when  Mr.  Frank 
Dowd,  Jr.,  the  chairman  of  our  Finance  Committee,  reported  last 
Sunday  morning  that  in  our  membership  of  465  persons  there  had 
been  received  465  pledges  to  our  1944  budget  of  $45,000,  in  the 
amount  of  $50,260.00.  With  such  a  spirit  of  unity  our  work  for 
the  New  Year  will  hold  unspeakable  joys  of  whole-hearted  service 
to  Christ  and  His  Kingdom.  The  path  toward  the  building  of  a 
great  church  is  clearly  before  us.  To  know  that  all  of  us  are  walk- 
ing it  together  assures  our  church  of  significant  days  ahead. 

One  of  the  most  important  meetings  in  the  church  was  a  supper 
for  the  men,  held  on  December  13,  1943.  It  was  evident  from  the 
start  that  there  was  a  rising  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  church  which 
must  break  forth  in  some  expression  of  gifts  to  the  work.  As  the 
men  linked  their  joy  in  the  church  with  the  prospect  of  what  had 
to  be  done,  man  after  man  came  forward  to  make  his  gift  to  the 
building  of  the  new  church.  When  the  evening  was  finished  there 
had  been  gifts  and  pledges  that  totalled  in  value  more  than  $50,000. 

It  was  announced  on  the  anniversary  Sunday  of  the  church, 
January  16,  1944  that  at  this  meeting  of  men  in  December,  Dr. 
William  Marvin  Scruggs  and  his  son,  William  Marvin  Scruggs. 
Jr.,  had  presented  to  the  new  church  a  memorial  organ  in  memory 
of  Dr.  Scruggs'  wife,  Mrs.  Helen  Briggs  Scruggs,  who  had  been  a 
devoted  member  of  this  church  during  its  organization,  and  whose 
untimely  death  in  March,  1943.  deprived  the  church  of  one  of  its 
most  influential  members. 

In  all  the  growth  of  the  church,  the  magnificent  work  of  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Northington,  our  church  secretary,  makes  us  her  debtor. 
Faithful  in  the  execution  of  thoce  multiplying  tasks  attendant  upon 
the  development  of  a  church  life,  Mrs.  Northington  has  been  indis- 
pensable to  our  work.  As  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  new  church 
her  advice  and  counsel  have  been  invaluable,  and  we  cannot  think 
of  this  first  year  without  acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  her. 

So  the  church  came  to  the  end  of  the  first  year.  There  were  now 
485  members,  a  growth  of  217  since  that  organization  day  of 
January  17,  1943,  when  there  were  268  members.  The  Myers 
Park  Baptist  Church  had  truly  made  great  strides  toward  the  reali- 
zation of  the  dreams  of  those  who  had  begun  this  work  in  the  faith 
that  this  was  the  Will  of  God:  there  should  be  a  great  Baptist 
Church  in   Myers  Park  of  Charlotte,   N.   C. 


27 


Paul  E.  Crandall,  Th.M. 
Co-minister 

Mr.  Crandall  came  to  us  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Richmond,  Virginia  where  for  the  past  seven  years  he  had  been 
Associate  Pastor.  His  work  in  our  educational  program  has  not 
only  given  us  a  sense  of  direction,  but  also  has  brought  the  realiza- 
tion of  our  dreams  for  a  superior  type  of  Christian  education. 
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AN     INTERPRETATION     OF     OBJECTIVES     IN 


E 


.DUCATION  is  the  totality  of  life.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  Christian  Education.  Teaching  religious  educa- 
tion is  one  of  the  fine  arts.  Again,  this  is  particularly  true  of  the 
teaching  of  Christian  education.  Christian  education  lends  itself 
in  an  unusual  way  to  many  creative  possibilities,  for  here  the  "artist- 
teacher,"  has  a  finer,  more  enduring  and  more  dynamic  work  to  do 
than  any  of  the  other  creative  artists.  We  are,  therefore,  committed 
to  so  interpret  our  emphasis  of  Christian  Education  that  those  who 
teach  will  develop  the  skills  of  an  artist.  Such  an  attempt  does 
not  lend  itself  to  static  categorical  rules,  but  based  on  fundamental 
principles,  it  utilizes  the  initiative  and  individuality  of  the  teacher 
as  it  seeks  to  make  expressive  the  highest  possible  creativeness. 

The  student  is  visualized  in  the  terms  of  a  life  to  be  developed. 
The  basic  attitude  shall  be  one  of  seeking  to  discover  the  inherent 
possibilities  in  his  life  and  to  guide  and  strengthen  them  until  the 
matter  of  Christian  thinking  and  acting  become  natural  instead  of 
by  forced  will.  To  achieve  the  outcomes  desired  in  such  an  inter- 
pretation of  objectives  in  the  whole  field  of  Christian  education,  we 
will  employ  every  possible  aid  in  the  realm  of  educational  procedure, 
sacred  or  secular,  to  make  vivid  and  understandable  the  principles 
of  Christian  living  we  seek  to  produce.  Through  all  available  means 
we  shall  then  meet  wisely  and  well  the  issues  and  situations  of  life 
in  the  day  in  which  we  are  living,  and  thus  equip  for  victorious 
living  those  who  teach  and  those  who  are  taught. 
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Mrs.  Alice  Hulbert  Berman,  B.M. 
Minister  of  Music 

Mrs.  Berman  came  to  us  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Trenton,  New  Jersey  where  she  served  as  Minister  of  Music  for  ten 
years.  In  creating  the  choirs  of  our  church  so  quickly,  in  training 
our  children  in  good  church  music,  and  in  enriching  the  services 
of  worship  she  has  won  the  admiration  of  all. 
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T 

I  HE   PSALMIST  has  commanded,   "Let   the   Peo- 
ple praise  Thee,  O  God,  Let  all  the  People  praise  Thee." 


The  music  of  our  church  is  to  be  a  great  step  toward  the  carrying 
out  of  this  command.  The  plans  for  our  ministry  of  music  may 
honestly  be  referred  to  as  "a  program  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, for  the  members  of  the  congregation,  by  the  members 
of  the  congregation." 

We  will  interest  our  children,  our  young  people,  and  our  adults 
in  a  clocer  working  relationship  with  their  church  through  the 
music. 

Great  experiences  in  worship  are  to  be  found  through  music  and 
no  instrument  has  been  given  greater  beauty  than  the  human  voice. 
The  lives  of  both  the  singers  and  the  listeners  are  enriched  it  we  are 
willing  to  work  for  sincerity  of  purpose  and  consecration  of  spirit. 

Music  is  the  soul's  own  speech.  It  holds  within  its  sway  heights 
and  depths  that  no  tongue  can  explain.  We  will  use  this  thing  of 
beauty,  this  great  power,  carefully  and  wisely  and  build  it  strongly 
into  the  corner  stone  and  foundations  of  our  church. 
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Mrs.  Guy  T.  Carswell,  President 
Mrs.  Roy  Smart,  First  Vice-President 
Mrs.  E.  Rowell  Holt,  Second  Vice-President 
Mrs.  W.  Vance  Howard,  Third  Vice-President 
Mrs.  R.  T.  McManeus,  Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Matthews,  Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  H.  V.  Lang,  Treasurer 

Circle  Leaders: 

No.   1 — Mrs.  J.  M.  Scarborough 
No.  2 — Mrs.  J.  E.  Burnside 
No.  3— Mrs.  W.   D.   Briggs 
No.  4 — Mrs.  H.  P.  Swinson 
No.  5 — Mrs.  Lowell  Mason 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  church  has  a  vital  pari 
to  play  in  the  realization  of  the  dream  which  brought  us  together. 
We  conceive  our  task  to  be  much  more  than  reaching  the  women  and 
children  of  the  church  through  the  ordinary  channels  of  missionary 
activity.  We  propose  to  do  all  this;  and  more.  Our  task  is  to  keep 
alive  the  missionary  spirit  of  the  church  during  the  years  of  actual 
construction,  so  that  we  shall  naturally  move  on  to  greater  tasks 
when  our  building  program  is  finished.  Our  task  is  to  so  penetrate 
the  thinking  of  our  people  that  it  will  be  natural  for  our  youth  to 
hear  the  call  of  Christ  to  a  commitment  of  life  in  His  service.  Our 
task  is  to  so  teach  through  church  wide  emphasis  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  will  be  a  world-minded  Christian,  aware  of  all 
that  is  involved  in  a  discipleship  of  Him  who  has  sent  us  to  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  Our  present  program,  and  our  plans 
for  the  future  are  designed  to  bring  these  things  to  pass. 
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GoDiniifteeS    oi   //if   v/iit^c/i 


Frank  Dowd,  Jr.,  Chairman 

Paul  H.  Efird 

Lex  Marsh,  Jr. 

R.  S.  Dickson 

Dr.  W.  M.  Scruggs 

F.  Dwight  Stephens 

Chas.  T.  Brown 

R.  H.  Bennett 

L.  A.  Bell 

Dr.  Thos.  W.  Baker 


Ushers — Reception  : 

Mr.  A.  L.  Faul,  Chr. 

Mr.  W.  Frank  Dowd 

Mr.  H.  M.  Short 

Mr.  Starr  Shelley 

Mr.  R.  J.  Overton,  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Wood 

Pulpit  Supply: 

Mr.  J.  E.  Burnside,  Chr. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Stickley 

Mr.  R.  A.  Small 

Mr.  E.  B.  Gentry 


Finance  Committee 
J.  H.  Bridges 
C.  K.  Callaham 
Fred  B.  Helms 
Dr.  L.  O.  Herring 
H.  D.  Horton 
W.  Vance  Howard 
Dr.  Ralph  H.  Jarrett 
H.  V.  Lang 
V.  P.  Loftis 
R.  T.  McManeus 

Worsliip  Committee 
R.  T.  McManeus,  Chairman 
Communion: 


E.    T.    Martin 

D.  A.  Matthews 
R.  S.  Rimmer 

H.   M.  Short,   Sr. 
Roy  L.  Smart 
H.  P.  Swinson 

E.  J.  Webb 
J.  W.  Wood 
Troy  Whitehead 
J.  L.  Spivey 


Baptism: 


Mrs.  W.Frank  Dowd.  Chr.     Mr.  Jas.  R.   Bryant,  Chr. 


Mr.  John  R.  Knott 
Mrs.  John  R.  Knott 
Mr.  P.  H.  Efird 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Efird 
Flowers  : 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Efird,  Chr. 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Withers,  Sr. 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Benoit 


Mrs.  Jas.  R.  Bryant 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Taylor 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Vann 

Mrs.  Rufus  M.  Person,  Jr 

Mrs.  L.  0.  Herring 

Mr.  R.  M.  Argo 

Mr.  C.  C.  Dickson 

Mr.  J.  B.  Huntington,  Jr. 


Membership  Committee 
Mr.  H.  B.  Benoit,  Chairman  Mrs.  J.  R.  Bryant,  V. -Chairman 

Church  School:  Usher:  Choral: 

Mr.  J.  L.  Lawless         Mr.  S.  Casper  Chandler  Mrs.  R.  M.  Argo 

Mr.  C.  O.  Kuester        Sub  Committees:  Woman's  Missionary 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Woods    Mr.  C.  W.  Upchurch,  Soldiers      Union: 

Mr.  H.  P.  Swinson,  Students         Mrs.  R.  L.  Smart 
Mr.   G.  H.  Ledbetter.  Out-of-town  members 
Men   in   Service   Committee  Ministry  to  Sick  and  Bereaved 

Mr.  C.  W.  Upchurch,  Chairman  Mr.  J.  E.  Burnside,  Chairman 


Mr.  Ira  Griffin 

Mrs.  A.  V.  Blankenship 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Medearis 

Mr.  E.  R.  Holt 

Air.  J.  M.  Scarborough 


Mr.   George  A.  Biggers 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Holt 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Brown 
Mr.  P.  S.  Vann 


Property  Committee 
Mr.  H.  M.  Short,  Chairman 
Mr.  E.  J.  Webb 
Mr.  Rov  Parnell 
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uniwc/i  i/c/tool  Uuice^S  a/ncl  rJecicAevb 

January  15,  1944 

General  Ojjicers 

General  Superintendent J.  H.  Bridges 

Associate  Superintendent   (Personnel  and  Training)   John  R.  Knott 

Associate  Superintendent   (Social) R.  T.  McManeu* 

Associate  Superintendent   (Enlisting) H.  B.  Benoit 

Associate  Superintendent   (Purchasing) C.   D.   Spangler 

Secretary Dr.  L.  F.  Bumgardner 

Associate  Secretary I.  M.  Sawyer 

Treasurer D.  A.  Matthews 

Adult  and  Young  People's  Department 

Superintendent Guy  T.  Carswell 

Associate  Superintendent Dr.  Ralph  Jarreti 

Department  Secretary C.  C.  Dickson 

Pianist Mrs.  L.  K.  Harrison 

Classes  Teacher 

Men's Fred  B.  Helms 

Women's Mrs.  E.  B.  Gentry 

Fellowship J.   E.   Burnside 

Fellowship Mrs.  A.  V.   Blankenship 

Young  People's  Class J.  L.  Stickley 

Intermediate   Department 

Supt.,  M.  N.  LeNeave  Secretary,  Virginia   Swinson 

Teachers:   Mrs.  John  Knott,  H.  C.  Raiford,  Miss  Eugenia   Davis, 

Miss  Mary  McMillan 

Fellowship  House  General  Ojjicers 

Supt.,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Short  Asso.  Supt.,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Person,  Jr. 

Sec,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Huntington 

Junior  Department 

Supt.,  T.  J.  Norman,  Jr.  Secretary,   Mrs.  Lillie   Springer 

Pianist,  Mrs.  Guy  Carswell 

Teachers:  Mrs.  Tom  Baker,  Mr.  Arnold  Small,  Mr.  Michael  Berman. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Ramey,  Miss  Pat  Lawrence,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Weekley 

Primary  Department 

Supt.,  Mrs.  George  Bailey  Pianist,  Miss  Meredith  Bridges 

Teachers:   Mrs.  T.  J.  Norman,  Jr.,  Miss  Margaret  Springer 

Beginner  Department 

Supt.,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Mackey 

Teachers:   Miss  Helen  Bailey,  Mrs.  L.  G.  Query 

Nursery  Department 

Supt.,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Bumgardner 

Helpers:   Mrs.  R.  S.  Dickson,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Ellis,  Mrs.  Roy  Smar:, 

Mrs.   Hugh   Martin 
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,0/   f/ieu(   uountrt/ 


emuce 


This  roll  is  of  the  date  of  March  26th,  1944.  The  charter  mem- 
bership of  this  church  is  open  to  all  service  personnel  who  may  unite 
with  this  church  within  six  months  after  their  return  to  their  homes. 


H.  B.  Benoit,  Jr. 
William  C.  Benoit 
A.  V.  Blankenship 
Donald  Bryant 
James  R.  Bryant,  Jr. 
John  Edward  Burnside,  Jr. 
*S.  Casper  Chandler,  Jr. 
James  M.  Collins 
Nancy  Moses  Conway 
Melton  H.  Dixon 
Sidney  M.  Dowd 
Thomas  Elliott 
L.  E.  Fleming,  M.D. 
Jack  Gardner 
Lacy  A.  Gaston 
J.  E.  Gravatt,  Jr. 
Ira  Lee  Griffin,  Jr. 
Wm.  Aiken  Griffin 
E.  Rowell  Holt.  Jr. 
Sam  J.  Justice 
V.  B.  Kendrick 
W.  Straton  Klements 
Will f red  P.  Lawless 
John  E.  Lineberger 

*Honorably  discharged. 


F.  Richard  Little,  Jr. 

Charles  B.  Long 

Robt.  T.  McManeus,  Jr. 

Wm.  W.  Moses 

Rufus  M.  Person,  Jr. 

Q.  M.  Rhodes 

Charles  Safley 

Kenneth  M.  Scott 

Wm.  Marvin  Scruggs,  Jr 

Wm.  Hall  Scarborough 

Harold  Milton  Short,  Jr. 

Ralph  H.  Short 

Roy  Smart,  Jr. 

M.  Hinson  Smith 

F.  Dwight  Stephens,  Jr. 

Chas.  W.  Upchurch,  Jr. 

McNeil  Upchurch 

Robert  Lee  Weathers 

E.  J.  Webb,  Jr. 

George  H.  Webb 

George  R.  Wise 

Lloyd    Withers 

John  Wilbert  Wood,  Jr. 
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The  following  members  began  this  pilgrimage  with 
us,  but  along  the  way  entered  into  the  larger  service 
which  is  in  the  Presence  of  our  loving  Heavenly  Father. 

Jflns.  Militant  Jflarbtn  Scruggs; 
23r.  M.  C.  Poptetcm 
Jfflrs;.  C.  H.  Callafjan 
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This  roll  is  chronologically  prepared  so  that  the  Sunday  on 
which  these  Charter  Members  united  might  be  preserved  and  made 
easy  for  reference.  A  parchment  scroll  is  in  the  church  office 
for  the  signature  of  all  these  charter  members.  The  heading  of  this 
scroll  reads: 

We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  subscribe  our  respec- 
tive names  hereto  in  token  of  our  association  in  estab- 
lishing, to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  the  Name  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  a  missionary  Baptist 
Church  in  the  Myers  Park  Section  of  Charlotte  and 
Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina  to  be  known  as 
The  Myers  Park  Baptist  Church 
On    January    17,    1943,    at    the      Boggs,  Edith 

organization   meeting,   the   follow-      Boggs,  Sarah 

Boylston,  Dr.  W.  C. 


ing  names  were  read  as  members 
of  the  church: 

Ahern,   Mrs.    W.    A. 
Bailey,   Mrs.   George 
Bailey,  Miss  Helen 
Baker,  Dr.  Thos.  W. 
Baker,  Mrs.  Thos.  W. 
Bartholomew,  Mrs.  B.  W. 
Bartholomew,  Bradley 
Bell,  L.   A. 
Bell,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Bell,  Elinor 
Bell,  Lloyd,  Jr. 
Benoit,  Henry  B. 
Benoit,  Mrs.  Henry  B. 
Benoit,  Henry  B..  Jr. 
Benoit,  William  C. 
Benoit,  Mrs.  William  C. 
Berry,  Leslie  G. 
Berry,  Mrs.  Leslie  G. 
Biggers,  W.  Carl 
Biggers,  Mrs.  W.  Carl 
Biggers,  Miss  Marilyn 
Biggers,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Blankenship,  A.  V. 
Blankenship,  Mrs.  A.  V. 
Boggs,  W.  C. 
Boggs,  Mrs.  W.  C. 


Boylston,  Mrs.  W.   C. 
Bozeman,  F.  E.,  Jr. 
Bozeman,  Mrs.  F.  E.,  Jr. 
Bozeman,   Betty   Jeanne 
Bridges,  J.  H. 
Bridges,  Mrs.   J.  H. 
Bridges,  Meredith 
Brown,  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Charles  T. 
Bryant,   Jas.    R.,   Sr. 
Bryant,  Mrs.  Jas.  R.,  Sr. 
Bryant,   Jas.    R.,   Jr. 
Bryant,  Mrs.  Jas.  R.,  Jr. 
Bryant,   Donald   Grant 

BUMGARDNER,    Dr.    L.    F. 

Bumgardner,  Mrs.  L.  F. 
Burnside,  J.  E. 
Burnslde,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Burnside,  John  Edward,  Jr. 
Burnside,  Mary  Alice 
Callahan,  Mrs.  Virginia  Taylor 
Carswell,  Gu\r  T. 
Carswell,  Mrs.  Guv  T. 
Chandler,  S.   Casper,  Sr. 
Chandler,  Mrs.  S.  Casper,  Sr. 
Chandler,  Miss  Margaret 
Clark,  Mrs.  Albert 
Cline,   Mrs.   Herman 
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Conway,  Mrs.  Nancy  Moses 
Crisp,  M.  C,  Sr. 
Crisp,  Mrs.  M.  C,  Sr. 
Crisp,  Clay,  Jr. 
Dancy,   A.   F. 
Dancy,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Dickson,  Ritsh  S. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  Rush  S. 
Dickson,   R.   Stuart,   Jr. 
Dickson,   Alan 
Dickson,   Mr.   C.   C. 
Dickson,  Mrs.  C.   C. 
Dixon,   John   D. 
Dixon,  Mrs.  John  D. 
Dixon,  Melton,  H. 
Dowd,   W.    Frank,   Jr. 
Dowd,  Mrs.  W.  Frank,   Jr. 
Dowd,   Frank   III 
Dowd,  Roddey 
Dowd,  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Dowd,   Sidney   M. 
Edmondson,   Royce 
Edmondson,  Mrs.   Royce 
Edmondson,   Dottie  Ann 
Efird,  Mrs.   J.   B. 
Efird,  Paul  H. 
Efird,  Mrs.  Paul  H. 
Farabow,   Ford   F. 
Farabow,  Mrs.  Ford  F. 
Goans,  S.  R. 
Goans,  Mrs.  S.  R. 
Goans,  Jack 
Gold,  Paul 
Gold,  Mrs.  Paul 
Gravatt,  J.  E.,  Jr. 
Gravatt,  Mrs.  J.   E.,   Jr. 
Green,  C.  H. 
Green,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Guy,  J.   Raymond 
Hardin,   J.   R. 
Hardin,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Harper,  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Harper,  Robert 
Harrlll,  M.  K. 
Harrill,  Mrs.  M.  K. 
Helms,  Fred   B. 
Herring,  Dr.  L.  0. 
Herring,  Mrs.  L.  O. 


Herring,  Mary  Elizabeth 

Hirsch,   Mrs.   Elizabeth  Piiilbeck 

Hobbs,  Mrs.  Alice  M. 

Holt,  E.   Rowell 

Holt,  Mrs.  E.  Rowell 

Holt,  E.  Rowell,  Jr. 

Holt,  Miss  Margaret 

Hough,  W.   S. 

Huntington,  Jas.   B.,  Jii. 

Huntington,  Mrs.  Jas.    B...   Jr. 

Jarrett,  Dr.  Ralph  F. 

Jarrett,   Mrs.    Ralph    F. 

Jarrett,  Charles 

Jarrett,  Nancy 

Johnson,  Dewey  H. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Dewey  H. 

Johnson,   David   Wellsmon 

Johnson,    William   Woodward 

Justice,  Mrs.  J.  M. 

Justice,  Sam  J. 

Kendrick,   Vaiden    B. 

Kendrick,  Dr.   Z.  Vance,  Jr. 

Knott,  John   R. 

Knott,  Mrs.  John  R. 

Knott,  Marsha 

Knott,   Betsy 

Kurtz,  Edwin   D. 

Kurtz,  Mrs.  Edwin  D. 

Lang,  H.  V. 

Lang,  Mrs.  H.  V. 

Lawless,  J.  L. 

Lawless,  Mrs.  J.  L. 

Lawless,  Mary 

Lawless,  Ann 

Lawless,   Emma 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Lawrence,   Miss   Bertha 

Lawrence,  Miss  Sarah 

Ledbetter,  G.  H. 

Ledbetter,  Mrs.   G.  H. 

Ledbetter,  Joan 

Ledbetter,    Ronnie 

Levy,   Mrs.    Grace   L. 

Loftis,  V.  P. 

Loftis,  Mrs.  V.  P. 

Loftis,  Josephine 

Loftis,   Emily 

Lovelace,  Austin  C. 
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McCall,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
McCauley,  Geo.  A. 
McCauley,  Mrs.  Geo.  A. 
McCorkle,   Ernest   T. 
McCorkle,  Mrs.  Ernest  T. 
McLean,  Miss  Carrie  L. 
McManeus,  R.  T. 
McManeus,  Mrs.  R.  T. 
McManeus,  R.  T.,  Jr. 
Mackey,  A.  G. 
Mackey,  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Marsh,  Lex,  Jr. 
Mason,  J.  P. 
Mason,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Matthews,    David    A. 
Matthews,  Mrs.  David  A. 
Matthews,   Joanne 
Medearis,  Mrs.  Helen  L. 
Moses,  Wm.  W. 
Norman,  T.  J.,  Jr. 
Norman,  Mrs.  T.  J.,  Jr. 
Nortitington,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Nuckolls,  T.  J. 
Nuckolls,  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Overton,  R.  J.,  Jr. 
Overton,  Mrs.  R.  J.,  Jr. 
Overton,  R.  J.  Ill 
Parnell,  Roy  L. 
Parnell,  Mrs.  Roy  L. 
Person,  Rufus  M.,  Jr. 
Person,  Mrs.   Rufus  M.,  Jr. 
Person,.   Sally    Shannon 
Philbeck,  T.  F. 
Philbeck,  Mrs.  T.  F. 
Rayburn,   Hansel   L. 
Reece,  Dwight  L. 
Reece,  Mrs.  Dwight  L. 
Rimmer,  Ralph  S. 
Safley,   Charles 
Safley,  Mrs.  Charles 
Sarratt,  J.  Ralph 
Sarratt,  Mrs.  J.  Ralph 
Sarratt,  Joe  Ellen 
Sawyer,  I.  M. 
Sawyer,   Mrs.  I.  M. 
Scarborough,   J.   M. 
Scarborough,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Scarborough,  Wm.  H. 


Scarborough,   Jane 
Scott,  Mrs.   Bess  Durham 
Scott,    Kenneth 
Scott,   Miles   Durham 
Scruggs,  Dr.  Wm.   Marvin 
Scruggs,    Mrs.    Wm.    Marvin 
Scruggs,  Wm.  Marvin,  Jr. 
Shannon,   Mrs.   J.   F. 
Short,  H.   M.,   Sr. 
Short,  Mrs.  H.  M.,  Sr. 
Short,   Ralph   H. 
Short,  H.   Milton,   Jr. 
Small,  R.  A. 
Small,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Smart,   Roy 
Smart,  Mrs.  Roy 
Smart,  Catherine 
Smart,  Roy,  Jr. 
Smith,  Cyril  G. 
Smith,  Mrs.   Cyril   G. 
Smith,   Mrs.  Joe   E. 
Spangler,   Clemmie   Dixon 
Spangler,  Mrs.  Clemmie  Dixon 
Spangler,  Clemmie  Dixon,  Jr. 
Spivey,  J.  L. 
Spivey,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Stephens,  F.   Dwight 
Stephens,  Mrs.  F.  Dwight 
Stephens,  Dorothy 
Stephens,  Mary  A. 
Stephens,  Robert  C. 
Stephens,,  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Stickley,  John  L. 
Stickley,  Mrs.   John   L. 
Strickland,  Henry   L. 
Swinson,  H.  P. 
Swinson,  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Swinson,    Virginia 
Swinson,  Elizabeth 
Swinson,    Catherine 
Taylor,   S.   J. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Taylor,   Elton   B. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Elton  B. 
Upchurch,  C.  W. 
Upchurch,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Upchurch,  Charles 
Upchurch,  McNeill 
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Vann,  Preston  Stewart 
Vann,  Mrs.  Preston  Stewart 
Weathers,  Robert  Lee 
Webb,  E.  J. 
Webb,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Webb,    G.   Howard 
Webb,  E.  J.,  Jr. 
Webb,  Mrs.  E.  J.,  Jr. 
Whitehead,  Troy 
Whitehead,   Mrs.   Troy 
Wilson,  Dr.  P.   C. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  P.  C. 
Withers,  Mrs.   B.  F. 
Withers,  B.  F.,  Jr. 
Wood,  J.  W. 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Wood,  Kathleen 
Wood,  John  Wilbert 

On  February  7,  1943,  the  first 
Sunday  regular  cervices  were  held, 
the  following  members  were  receiv- 
ed into  the  church: 

Allen,   R.   T. 
Allen,   Thomas    D. 
Allen,  Mrs.  Thomas   D. 
Argo,    R.   M. 
Argo,  Mrs.   R.  M. 
Awtry,  Jack  H. 
Awtry,  Mrs.  Jack  H. 
Blankenship.  Miss  Ursula 
Branch,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Caxlaham,   C.   K. 
Callaham,  Mrs.  C.  K. 
Cheatham,   C.  L. 
Cheatham,  Mrs.   C.  L. 
Cheatham,  Nancy  Lee 
Edwards,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Ellis,  H.  B. 
Ellis,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Ellis,  Miss  Helene  Downs 
Horton,  H.  D. 
Horton,  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Houston,  John  T. 
Howard,  W.  Vance 
Howard,  Mrs.  W.  Vance 
Howard,    Carolyn 


Hunter,  Mrs.  W.  Myers 
Huntley,   Miss   Louise 
Knowles,    Mrs.    Luther 
LeNeave,  M.  X. 
LeNeave,  Mrs.  M.  N. 

LlXEBERGER,  W.  M. 
LlNEBERGER,  MRS.  W.  M. 
LlNEBERGER,  JOHN  E. 

Marsh,   Mrs.   Lex,   Jr. 
Myers,  Mrs.  Joe  H. 
Nolen,   R.   E. 
Xolen,  Mrs.  R.   E. 
Northington,  Nancy 
Northington,  Betty  Page 
Ramey,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Rankin,  Mrs.  Rush 
Rawlixs,  Mrs.  O.  J. 
Rhodes,   Q.   M. 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  Q.  M. 
Ruth,    E.   M. 
Shelley,  Starr  W. 
Shelley,  Mrs.   Starr  W. 
Short,    Mrs.    H.    Miltox,    Jr. 
Smith,   M.   Hixsox 
Smith,   Mrs.   M.   Hixsox 
Thompsox,  Wesley   C 
Thompsox,  Mrs.  Wesley  C. 
Thompsox,  W.  C,  Jr. 
Wilsox,  Mrs.  Paul  G. 
Withers,  Mr.  Lloyd  C.,  Jr. 
Wootex,  M.  Frank,  Sr. 
Wootex,   Mrs.   M.   Fraxk,   Sr. 

Members  received  into  church, 
February   14,    1943: 

Long,    Charles 
Martix,   E.   T. 
Martix,   Mrs.   E.  T. 
Wise,  Mrs.  Chas.  W. 
Wise,  Georc.e  R. 
Wise,  Marian 

Members  received  into  churcn, 
Feb,  21,   1943: 

Humphrey,  Miss   Pearl 
Lipscomb,  Mrs.  W.  R.,  Jr. 
Masox,   E.   L. 
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Mason,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Broun,   Patsy 

Members  received  into  church, 
Feb.  28,   1943: 

Bennett,   R.   H. 
Bennett,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Brown,  Betsy 
Brown,  Peggy 
Core,  V.  R. 
Core,  Mrs.  V.   R. 
Core,   George 
Little,  J.  B. 
Little,  Mrs.   J.   B. 
Meigs,  Rtjftjs  C. 
Meigs,  Mrs.  Rufus  C. 

Members  received  into  church, 
March  7,  1943: 

Watson,  Miss  Flora  Mae 
Welch,   W.   J. 
Welch,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Welch,   Jack,   Jr. 
Yarbrottgh,  R.   E. 
Yarbrough,  Mrs.   R.  E. 

Members  received   into  church, 
March  14,  1943: 

McGarity,  Pail 
McGarity,  Mrs.  Paul 

Members  received  into  church. 
March  28.  1943: 
Hoggard,   E.   S.,  Jr. 

Received  into  church,  April   11. 
1943: 

Kirby,  Miss  Louise 
Fleming,  Dr.  L.  E. 
Lawless,   Willfred   P. 

Received  into  church,  April  18, 
1943: 

German,  Mrs.   Frank 
German,  Miss  Mary  G. 
German,  Miss  Beth 


Received  into  church,  April  2  5. 
1943: 

Caldwell,   Mrs.   T.  J. 
Caldwell,  Miss  Ella  Fair 
Caldwell,    Theodore 
Cunningham,  C.  L. 
Cunningham,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Gower,  Miss  Mary  Norton 
Ram ey  ,    M aralyne 
Stephens,    F.    D wight.   Jr. 

Received   into   church,    May   2. 
1943: 

Callahan,  S.   E. 
Callahan,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Crumbley,   A.    T. 
Crumbley,  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Crumbley,    Jo    Claire 

Received  into   church,   May   °, 
1943: 

Braswell.   B.arbara 
Gentry,  E.  B. 
Gentry,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Lawrence,  Miss   Cosette 
Raiford,  Herman  C. 
Raiford,  Mrs.  Herman   C. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  N. 

Received  into  church.  May  lb 
1943: 

Jarrell,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Little,   F.   R. 
Little,  Mrs.  F.  R. 
Little,  Sara  Claire 
Little,    Richard,   Jr. 
Little,  Bill 
Pegram,  Mrs.  Winnie   B. 

Received  into  church.  May  23. 
1943: 

Nuckolls,  Ann 
Townsend,   Benjamin 

Received  into  the  church,  May 
30.  1943: 

Evans,    Miss    Louise 
Johnston,  Mrs.  Hall  M. 
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WlNBORNE,    S.    R. 

Winborne,  Mrs.   S.   R. 

Received   into   church,   June   6, 
1943: 
Dickson,    Cecelia 

Received  into  church,  June  20, 
1943: 

Efird,  Paul  H.,  Jr. 
Efird,    Mrs.    Paul   H.,    Jr. 
Loftis,   Peter 
Woods,  Frank  E. 
Woods,  Mrs.  Frank  E. 

Received  into  church,  June  2  7. 
1943: 

Klements,  W.   A. 
Klements,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Klements,  Walter   Straton 

Received    into    church,    July   4, 
1943: 

Stokes,  W.   N. 
Stokes,  Mrs.  W.  X. 
Stokes,  Miss  Rubie 
Stokes,  W.  N.,  Jr. 
Klements,  David 

Received  into  Church,  July  IS, 
1943: 
Johnston,    Zeke 

Received  into  church,  August  1, 
1943: 

Brewer,   J.   A. 
Brewer,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Gaston,  Lacy  A. 
Gaston,  Mrs.  Lacy  A. 
MacMillan,  Miss  Mary  Johnson 

Received  into  church,  Sept.  19, 
1943: 

Bridges,   Conrad 
Faul,  A.  L. 
Faul,  Mrs.   A.   L. 
Heaton,  Dr.   George  D. 
Heaton,  Mrs.   George  D. 
Heaton,  George  III 
Herring,  Dorothy 


Knight,  H.  W. 
Knight,  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Kuester,  Clarence  O. 
Lake,   Mrs.    Maymie 
Martin,    Janet 
Nall,  Mrs.  James  G. 
Williamson,  Mrs.  Madie  D. 

Received  into  church,  Sept.  26, 
1943: 

Beatson,  Ronald  B. 
Beatson,  Mrs.  Ronald  B. 
Beatson,   Helen 
Beatson,  Mary  Anne 
Chandler,  S.  Casper,  Jr. 
Harrell,  A.  S. 
Harrell,  Mrs.  A.   S. 
Martin,  Hugh  R. 
Martin,  Mrs.  Hugh  R. 

Received  in  church,  October  3, 
1943: 

Berman,    Michael    E. 
Berman,  Mrs.   Michael   E. 
Eaton,  Paul  B. 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Paul  B. 
Gibson,  F.  D. 
Gibson,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Gibson,   Faith 
Griffin,  Ira  Lee 
Griffin,  Mrs.  Ira  Lee 
Griffin,  Ira  Lee,  Jr. 
Griffin,  Wm.  Aiken 
Springer,  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae 
Springer,  Miss  Margaret 
Taylor,  J  as.  E. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Jas.  E. 

Received  into  church,  Oct.   10, 
1943: 

Davis,   Miss   Eugenia 
Raiford,    Dorothy    Ann 
swanzey,  charleen 

Received  into  church,  Oct.   17, 
1943: 

Crandall,   Paul   E. 
Crandall,  Mrs.  Paul  E. 
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Received  into  church,  Oct.   24, 
1943: 

Briggs,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Query,  Mrs.  Leonard  G. 

Received  into  church,  Oct.  31 
1943: 

Biggers,    Carl,    Jr. 
Davis,   Burke 
Harrison,  Leonard  K. 
Harrison,  Mrs.  Leonard  K. 
Spurrier,  Mrs.  W.  M. 

Received  into  the  church,  Nov. 
7,  1943: 

Efird,  John   Emery,  II 
Efird,  Mrs.  John  Emery,  II 
Henry,  W.  E.,  Jr. 
Henry,  Mrs.  W.   E.,  Jr. 

Received  into  the  church,  Nov. 
14,    1943: 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Zelma  H. 
Long,  Mr.  J.  O. 
Morrell,   D.   L. 
Morrell,  Mrs.  D.  L. 
Williamson,  Mrs.  W.  H..  Jr. 

Received  into  the  church,  Nov. 
21,  1943: 
Rice,  Miss   Anne 
Rogers,  Curt  L. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Curt  L. 
Spencer,  Mr.  T.   B.  E. 

Received  into  the  church,  Nov. 
28,  1943: 

Dancy,   Miss   Edith   Martha 
Swanzey,  H.  E. 
Swanzey,  Mrs.  H.  E. 

Received  into  the  church,  Dec. 
5,  1943: 

Collins,  James  M. 
Collins,  Mrs.  James  M. 


Received  into  the  church,  Dec. 
12,  1943: 
Lewis,   J.  W.,  Jr. 
Lewis,  Mrs.   J.  W.,  Jr. 

Received  into  the  church,  Dec. 
19,   1943: 
Johnston,   Jenny 
Rimmer,  Mrs.  Ralph  S. 
Thomason,  Mrs.  Hattie  D. 
Thomason,   Miss   Chrystal 
Thompson,  Mr.   Emerson   Dowd 

Received  into  the  church,  Jan. 

9,  1944: 
Parnell,    Carl 

Received  into  church,  Jan.    16 
1944: 

Bassett,  Mr.  Alton  E. 
Eason,   Mrs.   Della 
Gardner,   Jack   A. 
Howie,  H.  Gilmer 
Howie,   Mrs.   H.   Gilmer 
Kxements,   Carroll 
McLendon,  Miss   Flora 
McLendon,  Miss  Leona 
Powers,  Mr.  L.  B. 
Ransom,  Mrs.  Bess  Williams 
Roberts,   Mrs.  S.   E. 
Sloan,   Mrs.   John   D. 
Townsend,   Joe 
Willis,  Miss  Gay 
Willis,  Miss  Margaret 

Received  into  the  church,  Jan. 
23,  1944: 

Butler,  Mr.  Amon  M. 
Fields,    George   Walton 
Rayburn,    Jean 
Rogers,   Betty  Lee 
Rogers,    Connie 
Selby,  Dr.  Wm.  E. 
Selby,  Mrs.  Wm.  E. 


On  March  19,  1944,  Lt.  Thomas  Elliott's  name  was  added  to 
Charter  Roll  under  provision  that  Service  Men  were  to  be  included, 
and  also  Mrs.  Elliott  because  she  had  previously  signed  the  Scroll. 


43 


•  J/te   \j/iu j'c/i   Vjai€)i<;/t 


ay 


Sunday — 

9:45  A.  M. — Church  School  for  all  ages. 
11:00  A.M. — Morning  Worship  in  Queens  College  Auditorium. 

5:00  P.  M. — Sunday  Afternoon  Fellowship  for  church  youth. 

6:15  P.  M. — Young  People's  Choir  rehearsal. 

7:30  P.M. —  (Second  Sunday) — Finance  Committee. 

8:30  P.M. —  (Second  Sunday) — Board  of  Deacons. 

Monday — 

1:00  P.M.— (Last    Monday)— Church    School    Cabinet.    Efird  s. 

3:30  P.  M. —  (Monday    after    first    Sunday) — Circle    meetings    in 
homes. 

(Third  Monday) — Woman's  Missionary  Society,  gen- 
eral meeting. 

7:00  P.M. —  (Fourth  Monday) — Business  Woman's  Circle. 

Tuesday — 

10:00  A.M.— (Tuesday  before  first  Monday)— Board  of  W.  M.  S 

11:00  A.  M.— Community  Bible  Class 

2:30  P.  M.— Cherubs  Choir 

4:00  P.  M—  Junior  Choir 

5:00  P.M. — Junior  Class  in  Christian  Education. 

7:30  P.  M. —  (Tuesday  after  1st  Sunday)  Workers  Conference 

7:30  P.  M. — Church  School  Training  Courses. 

Thursday — 
5:00  P.  M,— Girls  Choir 
6:00  P.  M.— Family  Night 
8:00  P.M.— Adult  Choir 

Meeting  dates  of  W.  M.  S.  auxiliaries  obtainable  from  church 
office.  The  schedule  for  other  week  day  classes  in  Christian  Educa- 
tion is  also  obtainable  from  the  church  office.  All  meetings  held 
in  Fellowship  House,  1900  Queens  Road,  unless  otherwise  specified. 
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Membership  on  January  17,  1943  267 

Additions:    By  Baptism  42 

By   Letter    177 

Total    219 

Losses:    By   Death   3 

By  Letter  13 

Membership  on  January  16.   1944  470 

Church  School  Enrollment  January  17,   1943  2  56 

January  16,  1944    390 

Woman's   Missionary    Society    Enrollment  130 

Choir  Enrollment  152 

Sunday  Afternoon   Fellowship  Enrollment  76 

FINANCIAL  FACTS 

January   17,   1943   Church  Members  267 

Church  Members  Pledging 2o7 

January   16,   19-14  Church  Members  470 

Church  Members  Pledging 470 

Total  gifts  to  Church  $118,625.33 

To  Church  School  3,145.31 

$121,770.64 
Total  Disbursements: 

Current  Expenses  $   17,746.58 

Benevolences  6.597.53 

Balances  in  land,  equipment  and  cash  $  97,110.27 

OUR  BUDGET  FOR   1944 

Current  Expenses  $  25,500.00 

Building    Fund    1 5  000.00 

Missions    4.500.00 

$  45,000.00 
Total  Amount  pledged   for   1944  $  50,535.74 
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E,  who  are  the  charter  members  of  this  church, 
write  this  word  of  cordial  greeting  to  you  who  have  since  this  first 
year  united  with  our  church.  That  you  will  love  it  as  we  do,  we 
have  no  doubt.  That  it  will  bring  rich  blessings  to  your  lives  as 
it  has  to  ours,  we  know  equally  well.  You  have  united  yourself 
with  us  in  a  great  task;  and  we  welcome  you  as  though  you  had 
been  with  us  from  the  beginning.  Just  as  we  received  a  charge  in 
the  dream  which  brought  us  to  this  creative  task,  so  do  we  charge 
you  that  you  will  strive  to  understand  the  greatness  of  the  vision 
which  is  this  church;  that  by  your  prayers,  work,  and  gifts  you  will 
add  to  the  mighty  power  which  has  been  generated  here;  and  that 
in  the  days  to  come  you  will  broaden  and  enlarge  the  original  vision 
by  being  sensitive  to  the  voice  of  God  as  He  continually  speaks  to 
us  of  those  things  which  He  would  have  His  church  do  in  this  world, 
to  the  end  that  His  Kingdom  might  come,  and  His  will  be  done,  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
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A 

Activities- -Church    Calendar .44 

Anniversary    Sunday    27 

B 

Baptismal    Committee    33 

German.    Mrs.    Michael 

Call    as    Minister    of    Music 20 

Picture    and    Statement 30,   31 

Budget,   Pledges   for   1944   27 

C 

Charter   Roll 37-43 

Checks — First   Funds    11 

Christian  Education  Program     25,  26,  29 

Choral   Program  _.. 23,  24 

Church    Covenant    14 

Church   School    Personnel 34 

Committee,    Original    Executive 15 

Committees   of  The   Church,    1944 .__    33 

Communion   Committee 33 

Crandall,   Paul  E. 

Call    as    Co-minister    20 

Picture  and  Statement     28,   29 


D 

Dedication    _  _.     3 

Daily   Vacation   Bible  School 17 

Deacons — Picture  and  Ordination  21,   22 


M 
Meetings,    Forming   the   Church 

Meeting    of    Men    at   Y.M.C.A.        10 

Community  Meetings   __      _      12 

Organization    Meeting    .  __  13 

First  Worship   Service       13 

Membership   Certificate    _  2 

Membership    Committee    _.  15,   33 

Members   in    Service    34 

Ministry   to   Sick    and 

Bereaved  Committee  _    33 

Ministers   who  Supplied   the  Pulpit .      17 
Ministry  of  Music .    31 

N 
Northington,    Mrs.   J.    M. 27 

O 

Organizing    Committee 13 

Organ,    Gift   of   Memorial 

in    honor  of  Mi's. 

W.  M.  Scruggs 27 

P 

Property    Committee 15,   33 

Pulpit   Committee    _ __18 

Pulpit   Supply    Committee 15,   33 


Q 

Queens   College  Facilities   Offered     __12 


E 

Easter  Service,   1943     , 17 

Efirds,  Gift  of  Property 23 

Executive    Committee   15,   16 

F 

Family  Night  Committee 26 

Finance  Committee 15,   16,   33 

Flowers    Committee    33 


H 

Heaton,    George   D. 

Picture   and    Statement 6 

Call    as   Minister   ,     19 

I 

In   Memoriam .        36 


R 

Resolution  to  Mecklenburg 

Association    __  12 

Resolution    to   the    Efirds      24 

S 

Scruggs,  Dr.  Wm.  Marvin 5 

Sermon,    "He    Whom    a   Dream 

Hath    Possessed" 7,   S 

Service  Men's  Committee —   __.  33 

Statistical   Report  __    _  45 

Sunday  School  Committee      .      — 15,   34 

Sunday   School's   First   Session 16 

Survey    Committee    12 

IT 

Ushers — Reception  Committee    33 

W 

Woman's   Missionary   Society 16,   32 

Worship   Committee      33 
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